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We have all heard someone say “you'll learn
more from just sitting back and watching”,
which is true for just about any hunting,

but with tahr it's especially relevant as their
behaviour changes significantly through the
different stages of the rut

early. But sitting back and
watching a bit might actually
help you be more effective
when you get in there.

Outside of the rut one can
see the bulls mobbed up
into in rough age classes, so
if you are hunting before the
bulls depart from these mobs
you will find yourself looking
for that needle in the haystack
of a mature mob of bulls. Just
to confuse things, at this time
you are likely to see a few barely
mature bulls jumping the gun
‘and starting
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An examplé from a herd of iahr m é fenced game pér!(. .
. There are lots of young bulls scattered through the

nannies, but out of frame are two mature bulls with the =
nannies that are actually cycling‘;': 7y

with almost a bit of a swagger.

A good example of this is the above
photo taken whilst driving past a
high-fence hunting property. You
can see all the five to six year old bulls
thinking they are in with a grin. But off
to the side of this lot are a couple of truly
mature bulls that had each bailed up a
lone and obviously “hot” nanny, keeping
them away from the rest of the mob and
generally harassing them in the extreme.

Peak rut will see a bunch more of
these nannies cycling and older bulls
stepping in and shuffling off every
cycling nanny they can muster,

while the sub mature boys will just be
circling around the fringes, keeping a very
wary eye on that master bull. Given that

Glassing up the Zora Valley
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helicopters have trained our tahr to now
live in the scrub, the classic balls-up when
hunting the scrub is to shoot the first bull
you see around the nannies, only to see
the big old bull you should have shot
make his exit.

Peak rut is, for sure, an exiting time to be
on the hill, with bulls constantly on the
move and walking all the ridgelines and
new bulls showing up everyday.

Tail end of the rut will see the
younger herd bulls back on the
nannies, hoping for something to
happen, while the older bulls have already
sloped off to wherever it was they came
from. Once a bull gets properly old, I've
often found them flying solo, usually in a
random creek bottom or somewhere with
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a heap of cover. My guess here
is that they somewhat retire

WIND BLOWS. . N5 : el ooty EN T a bit old and sore, or perhaps
TH Is STOVE - T X 2 R they get that one real good
p Sy P 25 i beating and just call it quits.
DEFIES IT = T ‘& 7 Either way, if you can see what
Y ‘ ?‘ l R > stage of the rut is happening,
R - you'll better know where to
focus your time.

This year we headed in
for the second period of
the ballot, expecting it to
be early days for the rut.
Escaping base camp after a
full day of rain we took off up
valley with gear for the night,
spotting a few small mobs of
nannies with no bull present.
The two old bulls we found
were both solo, with one right
! : down in the scrub around the
ARt T A % T creek, and the other with one
N . Bull Whop! : horn, sitting way up high.
vhas:worn off all his'

“¢ridging* One very young bull was
i " i following a small nanny
_f o group around. Then, just

before dark, three five to six
year old bulls showed up
nearby, and proceeded to
puff up their manes and strut
around parallel walking and
trying to staunch each other
out.
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Carrying on, we kept slipping
closer to the big one horned
bull, in the process passing
up a nice bull down in the
scrub who had worn off all
his ridges. With our one
horned bull now climbing
even higher for the day,
we set camp and worked
out a plan. We would climb
the saddle with the adjacent
valley in the morning to try

WINDBURNER™
STOVE SYSTEMS

WINDPROOF
POWER

Reliability in real world
conditions.

Even a slight breeze can impact a
stove’s performance. That's why we
engineered the WindBurner Stove
Systems with an enclosed windproof
design that lets them operate fast in
conditions that shut other stoves down.
The WindBurner family offers solutions
for solo travelers, group campers and
a variety of cooking styles.

LEARN MORE AT E.AMPRO.CO.NZ

n NZ HUNTER MAGAZINE ~ June /July 2021




The upper ,‘reache‘sv
of the Zora

and get above, and create
an opportunity on the one
horned bull.

Hare crap in the
controversial Zora
monitoring plot

In the meantime, we
checked out one of the
main tahr monitoring
plots in the valley,
spooking a hare from
right beside the plot and
then noticing the hare
shit on the plot itself.
There was also a 40 gallon
drum, still half full of av-gas,
rusting away and no doubt
soon to leak its contents not
50 metres from one of these
monitoring plots. I'm told
this drum has been there
for 30+ years, which you
would think would be ample
time for someone or some
department to pick it up and
get it out of the wilderness
area before it spills its guts.

Mid morning saw us sidling

through the steep broken

country, trying to relocate

our bull, but with no such

luck it was back to the valley

floor, across the river and

back to the main camp. Of

course, we then look up

and see both the one horn

bull, and our old boy down

in the scrub. Typical tahr

hunting, and with the

helicopter showing up

the next morning e

we were out of time. : W\\;
/
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